Dear Athletes,

We hope this finds you well.  We are writing with some important updates regarding the 2011 Leavenworth Oktoberfest Marathon.

Our new website will be launched within a few weeks.  In the meantime, we will update you on race developments via email and via the Leavenworth Oktoberfest Marathon Facebook page.  

Updates and Announcements:

1) Note that early registration closes on June 14th.  Register before June 14 to lock our early bird registration fee.  The next cut-off date will be August 13th.  

2) Course Changes.  We have finalized the 2011 course changes and are very excited about the improvements.  We feel the new course improves participant safety, eases local congestion, and creates a more beautiful and runner/walker-friendly course.  We will release maps as we have them (the half will be out within a week), and will be working to re-certify the revised courses.  

In the meantime, here’s a brief overview.  More precise directions will follow.  
Marathon Course

· The marathon course will be a point to point with a shuttle service to the start.  

· The marathon will be capped so register early.  

· Marathoners will begin at 7 AM near the Ida Creek Campground (current road end of Icicle Road).  

· Runners will proceed down Icicle Road to the Sleeping Lady Resort (approximately 11 miles) and then through the nordic ski trails to the Fish Hatchery Complex.  

· Runners will then join the half marathoners for the second half of the course.  

· There will be a strict 6 hour time limit on the marathon.  Due to the course changes we can not provide an early bird start for marathon walkers.  Walkers are more than welcome, and encouraged, to participate in the half marathon.  

Highlights

· Early morning start

· Removal of Icicle Road hills

· Gentle downhill start

· Additional soft surface running

· Dedicated running lanes

Half Marathon:  

· The half marathon will begin at 9 AM at the Fish Hatchery.  

· Runners will first run an approximately 1.7 mile loop in the nature reserve bordering Icicle Creek and the Hatchery.  For those familiar with the nordic ski trails in this area, this is the “back loop.”  The terrain is a mixture of asphalt, dirt and gravel.  

· Runners will return to the Hatchery and exit onto East Leavenworth Road.  Runners will cross to the far lane and proceed northbound towards Highway 2 (in the southbound lane). This lane will be closed to all traffic.  Cars will utilize the northbound lane only.  
· At Hwy 2 runners will turn left and proceed toward Leavenworth.  You are now running the basic loop from previous years, but in the opposite direction.  

· Runners will follow the basic route from previous years (again in the opposite direction) from 14th street to Commercial to 12th to the Riverfront Trail (dirt and gravel) through Blackbird Island, and exiting at Enchantment Park.  

· Exiting Enchantment Park to Scholze to Joseph to Mill Highway 2.  

· Turn left on Hwy 2 proceed toward Icicle Road.  

· Turn left on Icicle Road (the northbound lane will be closed to traffic).  The southbound lane of traffic will be open to cars.  
· Proceed toward the Sleeping Lady Mountain Resort.  Turn left just passed the Cemetery Road to the nordic ski trailhead.  

· The final 2 miles will be through the “front loop” at the nordic ski center and will be on dirt roads, gravel and asphalt.  

· Runners will finish at the Hatchery.  

Highlights: 

· Start and finish at same location

· Dedicated runner/walker lanes on East Leavenworth and Icicle Road

· Removal of Icicle Road hill

· Additional soft surface running

Marathon Relay

· Will follow marathon course

· Shuttle service for first two legs

· Limit of 5 runners

· Preliminary legs: (1 - Start to Bridge Creek CG, 2 - Bridge Creek to Sleeping Lady Mountain Resort, 3 – SLMR to Hatchery (including front and back loop of ski trails), 4 – Hatchery to Enchantment Park, 5 – Enchantment Park to Finish.  

We are sure these changes may raise questions.  Please don’t hesitate to send them our way.  Also, please know we will be providing much more information in the months ahead.  We are thrilled with the new course and believe you will be too!

If you have photos from previous Leavenworth or Wenatchee Marathons please share them with us on Facebook.  We will include many in our new website.

Cheers, 

Lynda, Wendy and Ian

Race Directors

